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DISCIPLE TARGETS In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)
•	 God	cannot	lie	and	His	Word	is	

truth. (John 17:17; Titus 1:2)

•	 Schools in Bible times were very 
different from schools today. 
(Luke	2:46)

•	 God gives people the ability to 
learn. (Deuteronomy 14:23b)

•	 God wants people to work hard 
at learning. (Deuteronomy 17:19)

•	 Confident that all God says is 
true.

•	 Eager to work hard at learning 
about	God	and	His	Word.

•	 Curious about schools and 
learning in Bible times.

•	 Positive about showing respect.

•	 Compare and contrast 
education in Bible times and 
today.

•	 Pray for understanding of 
God’s truths.

•	 DiscipleSkill: Show courtesy by 
being polite and thoughtful 
toward others.
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Lesson Summary
Bible-times	parents	usually	“home	schooled”	their	children.		
Girls	 learned	 skills	 for	 future	 roles	 as	wives	 and	mothers	
while	boys	worked	with	their	fathers	to	learn	a	trade.	More	
importantly,	 parents	 taught	 children	 the	 history	 of	 the	
Jewish	 people	 and	 God’s	 truths	 handed	 down	 since	 the	
time	of	Moses.	Adults	both	entertained	and	instructed	with	
stories	of	Jewish	history	and	traditions.	

Today’s	 children	 have	 a	 hugely	 different	 learning	 experi-
ence,	almost	opposite	the	Jewish	model.	However,	God	still	
requires	parents	to	educate	their	children	in	His	Word.	Your	
teaching,	entrusted	by	their	parents,	is	a	further	blessing	to	
your	students!	When	children	recognize	the	importance	of	
learning	and	understanding	God’s	Word,	they	will	attain	a	
treasure	that	will	last	a	lifetime	and	beyond.

Bible Background
Relatively	few	Hebrews	learned	reading	and	writing;	some	
boys	were	taught	these	skills	if	they	showed	great	promise	or	
came	from	wealthy	families.	These	boys	might	be	trained	for	
work	as	scribes,	rabbis,	or	other	leadership	roles.	However,	
all	 children	 learned	 about	 their	 history	 as	 God’s	 people;	
parents	 told	 stories	 and	gave	 clear	 spiritual	 instruction	 to	

their	children,	while	rabbis	and	teachers	spoke	in	the	local	
synagogues.	Spiritual	education	was	integrated	with	life	ac-
tivities.	It	was	woven	into	the	elements	of	each	day	rather	
than	tacked	on	or	provided	at	a	certain	time	each	week.

Teacher Devotional
When	you	think	back	to	your	school	days,	what	memory	
pops	to	the	surface	first?	Many	school-time	memories	have	
little	to	do	with	learning	about	decimals	or	world	history.	
They’re	more	about	learning	about	life,	getting	along	with	
people,	 and	 hopefully,	 following	 God.	 Think	 about	 who	
taught	 you	 the	 truth	 of	God’s	 love,	 forgiveness,	 commit-
ment,	and	perseverance.	As	you	prepare	to	teach	this	week,	
thank	God	 for	 specific	 individuals	 who	 taught	 you	what	
matters	most.	Learn	from	your	experiences	to	become	the	
best	teacher	for	the	Lord	you	can	be.	You	are	your	students’	
example,	and	we	can	all	learn	by	the	example	of	Christ!

Lord, I am Your student. Give me an attitude of learning and 
a deep reverence for You. Teach me what I need to know, and 
give me grace and the will to put that knowledge into practice 
daily. Open the minds of my children to learn the truths 
you have for them. I pray they will desire Your wisdom and 
knowledge above all else. In Christ’s name, amen.

Big Idea The ability to learn is an exciting and valuable gift from God.
Bible Passage Moses the Student—Deuteronomy 4:1-14
Discover God He Is Truth

School
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Prepare your classroom for learning by praying before 
students	arrive.	Ask	the	Holy	Spirit	to	create	the	optimum	
learning environment in your classroom, and to draw 
each child to God. Pray against anything that could 
disrupt	 or	 distract.	 Then	 praise	 God	 for	 the	 way	 He’ll	
answer your petition.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 45-48)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 Shepherd’s Bag, previous five memory objects

Spark Interest
	 •WHAT’S	MY	WORD?:	no	additional	supplies
	 •READING	AND	WRITING:	no	additional	supplies

Explore Scripture
 Teaching Picture 1A.23—Moses’ parents teaching
 Teaching Picture 1A.24—Moses writing

Inspire Action
	 •VERSE	SCROLL:	glue	sticks,	doll	pins
	 •SCHOOL	THEN	AND	NOW:	black	construction		 	

paper,	small	ball,	bowl	of	flour,	masking	tape

Opening Prayer
Praise	God	that’s	He’s	full	of	truth	and	that	all	true	things	
begin	with	Him.	Ask	the	Holy	Spirit	to	show	the	children	
what	God	wants	them	to	learn	today.	

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography 12 of 12—William Carey—A 
Grandchild Remembers  Missionary stories can have a profound 
impact on children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. 
Download discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Clap. Clap. Clap. A six year old sits on his daddy’s lap. “Why 
do all those people clap for Grandpa William?” he asks.

“Because Grandpa is a famous man,” Jonathan Carey 
replies. “Do you remember how he sat for long hours 
reading his books?”

“And writing,” the boy adds. “Always writing something.”

“Grandpa’s studies and his writing gave the people of 
India many books. They have the Bible in their own 
language because of Grandpa’s hard work. You’re too little 
to remember the fire that destroyed the print shop, or the 
floods that ruined his beautiful gardens,” says the father.

“But you’ve always said, Daddy, that Grandpa William 
never gave up, no matter what bad things happened.”

“Yes,” agrees Daddy. “And, Grandpa’s love for God and his 
love for India will be remembered for a long, long time.” The 
little boy snuggles into his father’s arms. “Do you think, 
when I grow up, I can serve God like Grandpa William?”

“Indeed,” Jonathan Carey answers. “As long as you can 
do what Grandpa told so many, ‘Expect great things 
from God, and attempt great things for God.’” The child 
nods sleepily. Those famous words spoken so long ago by 
his beloved grandfather echo in his mind. William Carey’s 
words and example still encourage us today.

Missions Education—God’s Great Family
To	 add	 this	 component	 to	 the	 lesson,	 download	 the	 teacher	
script	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic:	Review
Reference: Luke 12:28a; Joshua 24:15c; John 6:35; Colos-
sians 3:23; Proverbs 20:11

Memorization Activity: Before	 class,	 prepare	 envelopes	
containing	cards	on	which	you	have	written	the	words	of	
the	memory	 verses	 (one	 verse	 per	 envelope,	 divide	 verses	
into	the	same	number	of	cards).	Bring	out	the	five	memory	
objects	and	place	the	correct	envelope	by	each	object.	Divide	
students	 into	 five	 groups.	Give	 each	 group	 one	 envelope.	
Have	each	group	dump	 its	 cards	out	of	 the	envelope	and	
arrange	them	in	the	correct	order.	Groups	may	race	against	
the	clock	or	against	each	other.	Then	have	groups	exchange	
envelopes	and	try	the	same	activity	with	a	different	verse.

God Is the Greatest!
Download	the	entire	recitation	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.	
Build	 from	 the	 previous	 lessons	 and	 teach	 children	 the	
following:

God	is	Truth
He	 teaches	 what	 is	 right.	 (place	 open	 palms	 together	 to	
show	Bible)

Bonus Resources
Access	free	downloads	for	this	lesson	at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into    
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples
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God never lies. We can always trust what He says. 
To discover more about God, write each hidden 
letter in the box directly beneath it.

God is

School
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T R U T H

What’s My Word? (10 minutes)
This movement-based activity introduces God’s attribute of truth.

Pair	children	up	and	call	one	child	of	each	pair	to	a	corner	of	
the	room	where	you’ll	give	them	a	slip	of	paper	with	“true”	
written	on	it.	Explain	that	the	child	with	the	word	will	trace	
the	word	on	his	 partner’s	 back	with	 an	 index	finger.	The	
other	child	will	guess	each	letter	as	it’s	written,	until	she	has	
recognized	 all	 four	 letters.	 Each	 letter	might	 take	 several	
tries.	After	everyone	has	had	a	chance	 to	guess,	write	 the	
word	on	the	board	and	talk	about	what	“true”	means.	Do	
the	activity	again	with	the	other	partner	getting	the	word	
“learn”	 and	 tracing	 on	 the	 other’s	 back.	 Again	 write	 the	
word	on	the	board	and	be	sure	everyone	understands	it.

Both these words are part of our lesson today. “True” 
is a word that describes God. The Bible tells 
us that everything God says is true. We can 
believe everything God says is all true and 
right. He never lies. Today we are studying 
about “learning.” When we learn, it is in 
important to learn what is really true. We 
don’t want to learn that 2 + 2 is 5! Where do 
you learn? School is one place you learn. Do 
you think Bible-times children went to school 
like you do? Ask	kids	for	their	ideas	about	school	
during	Bible	times.

Reading and Writing (10 minutes)
This discussion highlights the importance of reading 
and writing.

Write	the	following	phrases	on	the	board:

•	drive	a	car
•	shop	for	groceries
•	read	the	Bible
•	put	a	model	together
•	travel	to	another	place
•	 learn	to	play	a	new	game
•	bake	a	cake
•	use	a	computer

Briefly	 discuss	 each	 of	 these	 activities	 with	 your	
children.	Ask	students	to	circle	the	activities	that	a	
person	could	do	even	if	that	person	couldn’t	read	or	
write.	Cross	off	the	phrases	that	describe	activities	a	

person	would	not	be	able	to	do	if	he	or	she	could	not	read	or	
write.	Guide	your	students	to	discover	that	each	of	these	activi-
ties	depends	upon	a	person’s	ability	to	read	or	write.	(All	the	
activities	should	be	crossed	off.)	Make	sure	you	study	the	list	
of	crossed-out	phrases	and	exclaim,	Wow! I guess a person 
really couldn’t do many of fun things in this world unless 
he or she knows how to read and write! Take	a	few	minutes	
to	emphasize	the	importance	of	reading	and	writing.

Remember	that	most	of	your	children	are	just	beginning	to	
learn	this	skill.	This	subject	of	reading	and	writing	makes	
up	a	large	part	of	their	world.	Be	sensitive	to	those	students	
who	may	be	feeling	overwhelmed	by	this	huge	thing	called	
“reading.”	Allow	children	 to	 share	 their	 specific	 struggles	
and	feelings	about	learning	how	to	read	and	write.	Use	this	
time	to	encourage	and	cheerlead	them	to	success.

Disciple Guide—page 45
Discuss truth as kids put the letters in correct order. Complete 
this page at the beginning of class or after a Spark Interest 
activity.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

  Spark 
Interest
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What subjects do you think Moses studied in school?

Read what God told His people.

F         the Lord your God all the days of your life. Love the 

Lord your God with all your            , and all your             , and 

all your              .                   p these words in your            . 

Recite them to your             at              and when away, when 

you        and when you         .    (Deuteronomy 6:1-7)
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Moses used 
paper made from 
a papyrus plant.
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Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

Deuteronomy 4:1-14
Open	your	Bible	to	Deuteronomy	4:1-14.	How many of you 
like school? Let	 children	 raise	 their	 hands. What is your 
favorite thing about school? What is your least favorite 
thing?

Remember when we learned about Moses? Well, once he 
was a little boy, just like many of you. And just like you, he 
went to school every day. When Moses was a young boy, 
he left his mom and dad to live in Pharaoh’s palace. Moses 
was a prince of Egypt. But no one knew then that God 
had chosen him for something even greater than being a 
prince.

In Moses’ day, people didn’t have pencils or crayons or 
chalkboards like we do today. Their pencils were more 
like nails and their tablets were slabs of slate 
rock with a thin layer of wax melted on the front 
side. Moses learned to write from a teacher just 
like children today. Sometimes he probably got 
a little bored in school. Other times school was 
very interesting.

Show	the	Teaching	Picture	1A.23	of	
Moses’	parents.	If Moses had grown 
up in his own Hebrew family, he 
would have learned a different 
way. His mom and dad would have 

been his teachers at home. What kinds of things 
do your mom and dad teach you? Encourage	
responses. 

Most Hebrew children learned by hearing stories 
of how their parents, grandparents, and great-
grandparents followed God through the years. 
Grown-ups would tell amazing stories about 
what God had done for them and how God 
wanted them to live.

Moses went to school in the Egyptian palace for 
several years. He was a good student and learned 
about many  important subjects. Later, when 
Moses grew up, his new classroom was a huge 
desert. And guess who Moses’ new Teacher was? 
Encourage	 responses.	 That’s right; God became 
Moses’ Teacher.

Moses isn’t the only one who gets to have 
God as his teacher. God teaches truth to all 

His children by His Holy Spirit. What is 
God teaching you as you are growing up? 
Encourage	responses.

Show	 the	 Teaching	 Picture	 1A.24	 of	 Moses	
writing.	More years passed, but Moses was 

still learning. God brought him back to Egypt to practice 
what he had learned. After a series of miracles that showed 
God’s great power, Moses brought God’s people out of the 
land of Egypt where they had been slaves. God wanted 
His people to live in the land that He had promised to 
Abraham. Moses’ job wasn’t easy, but by now Moses 
knew that he could trust God to help him and teach him 
what was true.

Whatever God shows us is true, too. The Bible says God 
cannot lie. You can be sure that what you learn from 
God’s Word is true, because it came from God, and what 
He says and does is never wrong.

When God brought His people out of Egypt, guess who 
became their teacher? Encourage	 responses.	 Moses had 
finally become a teacher! He taught the Hebrews all about 
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How is this 
school like 
your school? 

Find these things 
in the picture:

 Teacher
 Students
 Book (scroll)
 Pen
 Ink
 Writing board
 Classroom

 The ability to learn is an exciting and valuable gift 
from God. Check  the box to show what you’ll 

work hard to learn this week. Ask your mom or dad 
to help you do your best.

writing

memorizing 
my verse

reading

spelling

math

science

B
ible-T

im
es Schools

I love 
learning 

new things.
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the things God had taught him. Moses, first a student 
in school—just like you—became one of the greatest 
teachers of all time. God used Moses to teach His people 
the Ten Commandments and many other truths.

God knows learning is important. He wants each of us 
to learn good things. He wants us to learn fun stuff like 
how to ride a bike. He wants us to learn important stuff 
like how to build a house or how to grow food. But what 
do you think is the most important thing God wants us 
to learn? (His	Word). Call out some things you learn at 
school. Allow	responses.	Wow! You’re learning a lot! The 
Bible says that learning is very important. It is God’s 
valuable gift you can use to discover His truth!

Disciple Guide—page 46
Read	the	rebus	aloud	with	your	children.	

Disciple Guide—page 47
Let	children	discuss	the	differences	and	similarities.	Use	this	
page with the second activity in Inspire Action.

Verse Scroll (10-15 minutes)
This craft reinforces memory verses while children create a 
Bible-times learning tool. Supplies:	copies	of	memory	verse	
on	5”	square	paper,	paper,	glue	sticks,	blunt-ended	doll	pins,	
masking	tape,	markers	(optional)

Children	 will	 create	 a	 Bible-times	 scroll	 containing	 their	
favorite	of	the	last	five	memory	KeyVerses	by	first	gluing	a	
copy	of	their	favorite	verse	in	the	middle	of	a	sheet	of	paper	
placed	 horizontally.	 Help	 children	 tape	 two	 blunt	 ended	
doll	pins	together	and	repeat	to	make	two	“handles.”	Tape	
each	handle	to	each	end	of	the	long	paper,	then	roll	up	the	
two	sides	toward	the	center.	If	desired,	they	can	decorate	the	
inside	of	their	scroll	with	border	designs.	When	everyone’s	
finished,	have	 them	all	 stand	 and	unroll	 their	 scrolls	 and	

take	turns	reading	or	reciting	the	verses.

School Then and Now (10 minutes)
This simple game reviews and introduces ways Bible-
times and modern schools were alike and different. 
Supplies:	 black	 construction	 paper,	 small	 ball,	
bowl	of	flour,	masking	tape

Mount	the	paper	at	children’s	eye	level	on	a	wall	
or	white	board.	Use	a	white	crayon	or	paint	pen	to	
create	a	simple	target	with	three	rings.	Make	the	
center	 ring	worth	 three	 points,	 the	middle	 ring	
worth	two	points,	and	the	outer	ring	worth	one	
point.	Divide	 the	 children	 into	 teams.	Create	 a	
line	with	 tape	and	have	 them	line	up	behind	 it.	
Dip	 the	ball	 in	 the	flour,	 then	 let	a	child	 throw	
it	at	the	picture.	The	ball	will	leave	a	white	spot.	
Let	 the	 child	 say	one	way	 school	 in	Bible	 times	
was	 different	 from	 or	 like	 school	 today.	 They	
can	use	clues	from	their	Disciple	Guides	or	what	
they’ve	learned	so	far	today.	Award	a	point	when	
a	child	comes	up	with	an	idea,	and	add	the	points	
for	 hitting	 the	 target.	 After	 a	 number	 of	 turns,	
if	children	run	out	of	ideas,	ask	review	questions	
about	the	lesson.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 
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How to Show Respect
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Lead this shepherd to a new pasture 
for his pet sheep. Think of ways the 
shepherd can show good manners. 

Be Courteous 
Courtesy means being polite and thoughtful to others. 
When you show courtesy, you’re becoming more like Jesus. 

Find the answer at DiscipleZone.com/1A1
2

Let’s go,

Lambkin.

Who are Jesus’ 
brothers and sisters?
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M
Excuse

me!Please...

Thank
you! all who believe

Closing Prayer
Lead	the	children	in	prayer	by	having	them	repeat	after	you.	
Thank You, God, for teaching us Your Word. We praise 
You for being a God who is true. Thank You for teachers 
at school and at church. Thank You for moms and dads 
who teach us at home.	Ask	a	blessing	on	all	the	children	as	
they	learn	and	work	hard	at	school	this	week.

Closing Words
Close	 with	 these	 words	 if	 you	 will	 be	 using	 the	 review	
lesson.	Next time we will celebrate all we have learned!  
Look through your Disciple Guides and poster at home 
to help you remember everything for our “Sheep in the 
Fold” game! I can’t wait to see you all next time!

Close	with	 these	words	 if	 you	are	moving	on	 to	 the	next	
quarter,	At Work With God.	Did you hear today that God 
thinks learning is important? One reason is that what 
you learn will help you be a good worker when you grow 
up. Next time you’ll find out about work—so work hard 
this week at school!

DiscipleSkill How to Show Respect
During	this	quarter,	your	children	will	learn	manner	skills	
that	will	help	them	respect	others.	Be	sure	to	explain	any	
difficult	words	and	concepts	they	may	encounter.

Courtesy—Explain	 the	 meaning	 of	 “courtesy”	 and	 help	
children	craft	responses	for	the	shepherd	in	the	maze.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct	children	to	DiscipleZone.com/1A12	for:

XploreMore Discover more about school in Bible times.

SwordWork Read Mark 3:20-35.

WorldWatch Explore Rajput schools.

Dee-Cy-Paul Live! The kids learn an important reason to 
read.

KeyVerse Review the previous fve verses.

HymnNotes  Examine the legacy of “Take My Life and Let 
It Be.”

Disciple Guide—
page 48
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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